
Call for the Establishment of a 

Cold War Museum – The Division of Europe and Its Overcoming 

For almost half a century, the Cold War dominated international politics and daily life in East and West. It 
divided Germany, tore Europe apart and split countries elsewhere in the world. The confrontation came to a 
head in repeated crises which put peace at risk. The conventional and nuclear arms race threatened the 
survival of humanity. The conflict between the systems of Communist dictatorship and Liberal democracy 
increased international tensions and poisoned the domestic political climate. Although the ‘hot’ wars took place 
in Asia and Africa, the East-West conflict created a climate of fear in Europe which still has implications even 
now. 

Nonetheless, the two hostile blocs succeeded in avoiding nuclear destruction and in escaping, after a number of 
failed attempts, from the trap of mutual demonisation. Responsible statesmen on both sides tried again and again 
to turn coexistence into a lasting détente through gestures designed to reduce tensions. The peace movement, 
which spanned both blocs, sought to limit the arms race and achieve a resolution to the conflict. Finally, 
Communism collapsed, and the population prevailed in their struggle for freedom and democracy and freed 
themselves from Soviet dominance. The countries of East Central Europe thus regained their independence, 
and the European continent is now able to grow back together again. 

Two decades after the end of the Cold War, the world has changed so dramatically that it is difficult to recall 
what a threat this war posed and how it was resolved. The remains of the Iron Curtain and the Berlin Wall have 
largely vanished; the countries of East Central Europe, now free and flourishing again, have become members 
of NATO and the EU. These rapid changes are resulting in the experiences of the Cold War being forgotten. 
The generation born after 1989 has no personal memory of the suppression and division of the continent. Even 
visitors to Berlin from around the world have immense difficulty in finding traces of the once all-pervasive 
conflict. 

We call for the establishment of a Cold War Museum, to safeguard for the long term the memory of the 
division of Europe as well as of the developments that led to the overcoming of this division. The ideal location 
is Berlin: a city that was on the front lines of the East-West conflict, divided in two by an inhumane wall, and 
which became a symbol in its own right in the course of repeated crises. The existing museums, such as the 
Allied Museum in Berlin-Zehlendorf, the German-Russian Museum in Berlin-Karlshorst and Caecilienhof 
Palace in Potsdam, need to be linked by a depiction of the international context. 
 
We call on the Federal Government and the Berlin Senate to secure premises, which are suitable for a 
comprehensive museum, at the Checkpoint Charlie former border crossing. We ask for support in the form of 
signatures and donations. 

June 2008 

Initiators: 

James D. Bindenagel, Former Ambassador, Vice President of Community, Government and 
International Affairs at DePaul University 
Jackson Janes, Executive Director of the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies, (AICGS), 
USA 

Konrad H. Jarausch, Lurcy Professor of European Civilization, University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, USA, and Senior Fellow of the Potsdam Center for Research on Contemporary History (ZZF), 
Germany 

Markus Meckel, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, MP (1990-
2009), Germany  



 

Supporters: 

(as of April 13th, 2010) 

James A. Baker III., former Secretary of State, USA 

Richard C. Barkley, former Ambassador, USA 

Władysław Bartoszewski, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 

Günter Bischof, Chair and Marshall Plan Professor of History, CenterAustria, University of New Orleans, 
Austria/USA 

Elmar Brok, MEP, Germany 

Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, Senator, former President of the Italian Republic 

Emil Constantinescu, former President of Romania 

Pavol Demes, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic 

Lothar de Maizière, former Prime Minister of the German Democratic Republic 

Roland Dumas, former Minister of European Affairs, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, former President of the 
Constitutional Court, France 

Lawrence S. Eagleburger, former Secretary of State, USA 

Timothy Garton Ash, Professor of European Studies, University of Oxford, UK, Isaiah Berlin Professorial 
Fellow at St Antony's College, Oxford, UK, Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University, USA 

† Bronisław Geremek, MEP, Poland 

Alfred Grosser, Prof.em., Paris Institute of Political Studies, winner of the Peace Prize of the German Book 
Trade 

István Gyarmati, former Ambassador, former Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Defence, President and CEO 
of the International Center for Democratic Transition (ICDT), Hungary 

Václav Havel, former President of the Czech Republic 

Hope M. Harrison, Director of the Institute for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies, Director of the 
George Washington University Cold War Group, Associate Professor of History & International Affairs, GWU 
Elliott School of International Affairs, USA 

Toomas Hendrik Ilves, President of the Republic of Estonia 

John C. Kornblum, former Ambassador, USA 

Sergei A. Kovalev, Chairman of Memorial, former Commissioner for Human Rights of the Russian Federation  

Mark Kramer, Director of the Harvard Project on Cold War Studies, Senior Fellow and Director of the Davis 
Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University, USA 

Aleksander Kwaśniewski, former President of the Republic of Poland 

János Martonyi, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Hungary 

Janne Haaland Matlary, former State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway 

Horst Möller, Professor of Modern and Contemporary History, LMU Munich, Director of the Institute of 
Contemporary History (IfZ), Germany 

Miklós Németh, former Prime Minister of the Republic of Hungary 

Valters Nollendorfs, Director for External Relations, Museum of the Occupation of Latvia 



Christian F. Ostermann, Head of the Cold War International History Project (CWIHP), Director of the 
European Studies Program, Director of the History and Public Policy Program, Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars, USA 

Eva Quistorp, former MEP, Germany 

Adam Daniel Rotfeld, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 

Adrian Severin, MEP, former Vice Prime Minister and former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania 

William Richard Smyser, former Assistant to Gen. Lucius D. Clay in Berlin, former Political Counselor at the 
US Embassy to Bonn, former Assistant Secretary-General, United Nations, USA 

Georges-Henri Soutou, Professor of Global Contemporary History, University of Paris Sorbonne – Paris IV, 
France 

Michael Stürmer, Chief Correspondent, “Die Welt” 

Borys Tarasyuk, MP, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine  

Horst M. Teltschik, former Deputy Head of the Federal Chancellery, Germany 

Antanas Valionis, MP, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania 

Vaira Vīėe-Freiberga, former President of the Republic of Latvia 

Karsten Voigt, former Coordinator for German-American Cooperation, MP (1976-1998), Germany 

Hans-Jochen Vogel, former Federal Minister, former Governing Mayor of Berlin 

Philip Zelikow, White Burkett Miller Professor, Department of History, University of Virginia, USA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Donations for the Cold War Museum:  
 
Holder:    Verein Berliner Mauer – Gedenkstätte und Dokumentationszentrum e.V. 
Reference:   Museum des Kalten Krieges 
Bank:    Berliner Volksbank 
Account number:  584 166 7036 
Bank sorting code:  100 900 00 
IBAN:    DE 37 1009 0000 5841667036 
BIC:   BEVODEBB 


